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MARKETING

• National “Now Back in Print” campaign

• Original edition appeared on several 

bestseller lists

PREVIOUS EDITION ISBN

978-0-42516-628-4

Michael Downing is the author of six books, including 
the novel Breakfast with Scot, which was adapted into a film. He 
teaches creative writing at Tufts University and lives in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

Mark Sternum, a professor who teaches spelling and grammar 
at Boston’s McClintock College, is full of droll observations 
about the rules that govern our language, but he leads a 
diligent if somewhat detached life. Friends and family try to 
coax him into deeper involvement, yet he keeps even his lover 
at arm’s length. He screens all incoming calls, including his 
eccentric sister’s “word pictures” about the waning days of their  
comatose mother. 
	O ne day, an African-American single mother who has 
failed the college’s basic skills test for the last time accuses 
Mark of “prejudgism,” and Mark is fired. Blown off course, 
he monitors the ensuing academic skirmish from a distance 
as his case makes national headlines, and turns his attention 
instead to the graceful rhythms of a small Shaker community. 
As the scrambled pieces of Mark’s life and the simple ways of 
the Shakers begin to merge, Mark finds new beauty in his own 
maddening, blissful dependency on the people in his life.
	 Funny and generous, Downing’s seemingly effortless 
prose juxtaposes cunning portraits of academic functionaries 
weathering the age of political correctness with the people and 
values of the last Shaker families in America.

Perfect Agreement

Michael Downing

A national bestseller, now back in print, Perfect 
Agreement proves that life never follows rules as 
defined by the English language 

978-1-58243-538-1
Trade paper
6" x 9"
208 Pages

$15.95
Fiction
territory: we
December

“Downing is better at writing about Shakers than Hawthorne or 
Melville . . . The feeling for the community and its members rings 
true.” —New York Times Book Review

BACK IN PRINT
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MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

PREVIOUS EDITION ISBN

 978-1-58243-147-5

Micah Perks is the author of the novel We Are Gathered 
Here. She has twice been nominated for a Pushcart Prize and cur-
rently lives in Santa Cruz, where she teaches at the University of 
California.

With little more than a run-down Jeep and their newborn 
baby in tow, author Micah Perks’s parents set out in 1963 to 
build a school and a utopian community in the mountains. The 
school would become known as a place to send teens with drug 
addictions and emotional problems, children with whom Micah 
and her sister would grow up.
	 This complex memoir mixes a moving celebration of the 
utopian spirit and its desire for community and freedom with 
a lacerating critique of the consequences of those desires—
especially for the children involved. How could the campaign for 
a perfect home and family create such confusion and destruction? 
The sixties, for many, became a laboratory of hope and chaos, as 
young idealists tested the limits of possibility. 
	M icah Perks has cast her unflinching and precise eye on 
her own history and has illuminated not only those years of 
her childhood, but also a wide-open moment that marked our 
culture for all time.

Pagan Time

Micah Perks

An American Childhood

For fans of Age of Consent and The Liar’s Club, a 
wrenching and beautiful memoir of a child’s life in  

a sixties commune

978-1-58243-539-8
Trade paper
5.5" x 8.25"
176 Pages

$15.95
Memoir
territory: usc 
December

“There is breathtaking beauty in this memoir . . . Micah Perks writes 
with great sympathy, subtlety, and precision about the explosive 
paradise of her youth.” —Joanna Scott, author of Make Believe

“Perks’ frank and complex account of her bizarre and dangerous 
childhood is morbidly fascinating.” —Booklist

NOW IN PAPERBACK
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MARKETING

• National media campaign

• Promotion through the author’s speaking 

engagements

Of Note

• Published to coincide with the premiere 

on PBS of the Ken Burns film The 

National Parks: America’s Best Idea, which 

prominently features the author 

Shelton Johnson has worked for the National Park Service 
since 1987 and currently serves as a ranger in Yosemite National 
Park. He has presented his original living-history program about a 
buffalo soldier at venues around the country and has received many 
honors and awards for this work. He and his wife and son live just 
outside Yosemite.

Born on Emancipation Day, 1863, to a sharecropping family of 
African and Indian blood, Elijah Yancy never lived as a slave, but 
his self-image as a free person is at war with his surroundings: 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, in the Reconstructed South. 
Exiled for his own survival as a teenager, Elijah walks west to 
the Nebraska plains and, like other rootless young African-
American men of that era, joins up with the U.S. Cavalry.
	 The trajectory of Elijah’s army career parallels the nation’s 
imperial adventures in the late nineteenth century: subduing 
Native Americans in the West and quelling rebellion in the 
Philippines. Haunted by the terrors endured by black Americans 
and by his part in persecuting other people of color, Elijah is 
sustained only by visions, memories, prayers, and his questing 
spirit—which ultimately finds a home when his troop is posted 
to the newly created Yosemite National Park in 1903. Here, 
living with little beyond mountain light, cold rivers, campfires, 
and stars, he becomes a man who owns himself completely while 
knowing he’s left pieces of himself scattered along his life’s path 
like pebbles on a creek bed.
	N ovelist Shelton Johnson wove Elijah’s story from his own 
family’s past, and from the threads of history he found while 
researching the role of buffalo soldiers in Yosemite. His narrator’s 
voice—poetic, rhythmically cadenced, ranging freely through 
time—makes this novel a literary meditation on finding a self 
and a spiritual home, while unveiling a little-known chapter of 
America’s past.

Gloryland

Shelton Johnson

A Novel

The powerful fictional memoir of a “buffalo soldier” 
who, forty years after Emancipation, finds freedom 

at last among the peaks and valleys of Yosemite

978-1-57805-144-1
Cloth
5.5" x 8.25"
256 Pages

$25.00
fiction
territory: W
September
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MARKETING

• Published to coincide with the premiere of 

the Coal Country documentary film

• Off-the-book-page features (with tie-in to 

the film)

• National media campaign targeting political 

and environmental outlets

• Interviews with the book’s editors and 

contributors on Sierra Club Radio

• Promotion in Sierra Club Insider 

(e-newsletter with 800,000+ circulation)

Of Note

• Includes 20 full-color photographs and 

more than 200 black-and-white photos and 

illustrations

• Features the work of such prominent 

contributors as Ashley Judd, Wendell Berry, 

and Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

• Book editor and film co–executive  

producer Mari-Lynn Evans also produced 

the acclaimed PBS documentary  

The Appalachians

Stories and images from 
 a land under siege— 
a companion volume 

to the eagerly awaited 
documentary film

Shirley Stewart Burns holds a Ph.D. in 
history with an Appalachian emphasis and is the author 
of Bringing Down the Mountains. She lives in Charleston, 
West Virginia.

Mari-Lynn Evans, co–executive producer of the 
Coal Country documentary, has produced many televi-
sion programs and films, including the top-rated PBS  

Coal Country

In the long, complex history of coal exploitation in Appalachia, 
mountaintop-removal (MTR) mining is the most destructive 
practice yet visited upon the land and its people: Ancient forested 
mountainsides are blown up to extract the underlying coal, and 
the resulting debris is dumped into nearby valleys and streams. 
The politics and economics of mining in the region have long 
allowed coal companies virtually free rein, but in recent years, 
opposition to MTR has gained national momentum.
	 This illustrated volume, like the powerful documentary 
film on which it is based, gives voice to the growing chorus of 
protest against MTR mining in Appalachia through a collection 
of essays, oral history, commentary, and images. It features 
many of the personalities from the film in their own words, 
as well as thoughtful essays by such eloquent voices as writers 
Wendell Berry and Silas House, activist Judy Bonds, journalists 
Michael Shnayerson and Denise Giardina, and entertainers Kathy 
Mattea and Ashley Judd. Illustrations include contemporary 
photography of this still-beautiful region—and of mining 
devastation and the affected landscapes, communities, and 
people—by noted photojournalists such as Mark Schmerling, 
Builder Levy, and Vivian Stockman, as well as archival photos 
of Appalachian mining and culture. Sidebars feature excerpts 
from contemporary and historical literature, poetry, song lyrics, 
drawings, cartoons, and ephemera.

978-1-57805-166-3
Cloth
7.25" x 9.125"
288 Pages

$32.00
Environment
territory: W
September

Edited by Shirley Stewart Burns,  
Mari-Lynn Evans, and Silas House

Rising Up Against  
Mountaintop Removal Mining

documentary The Appalachians. Originally from West 
Virginia, she now lives in Akron, Ohio.

Silas House is the author of the novels Clay’s Quilt, 
A Parchment of Leaves, and The Coal Tattoo, and of the 
nonfiction study Something’s Rising. He lives in eastern 
Kentucky. 

Clockwise from top left: photo © Builder Levy; photo © Mark Schmerling; photo © Builder Levy

© Matthew Burns © Bruce Gates © Olivia House
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MARKETING

• National media campaign

• Targeted features to nature magazines and 

gossip sites like Gawker, Jossip, Jezebel

• Author tour: New York, Toronto, Tucson, 

Los Angeles

• Two stories from the collection to be 

serialized immediately pre-pub in One Story 

and in Five Chapters

• Stories have already appeared in Tin 

House, McSweeney’s, and Seed

• Promotion on author’s website:  

www.lydiamillet.net

Praise for How the Dead Dream 

“The writing is always flawlessly beautiful, reaching for an experience that precedes language itself.” —Salon

“It’s hard, in fact, to convey how invigorating Millet’s fiction is, how intelligent and thematically rich, how 
processes of thought are themselves made urgent and lively through the specificity of her observations 
and sentences that offer startlement, small and large. This isn’t fiction that tells us how to live. Instead, 
it dramatizes the power of attentiveness to an expanded, if terribly flawed and potentially dying, world, 
attentiveness being a kind of tenderness, which is a kind of love.” —Globe and Mail, Best Books of the Year

“How the Dead Dream synthesizes the two styles of Millet’s fiction—the harrowing and the madcap—with a 
new elegance.” —San Francisco Chronicle

“Lydia Millet . . . has pulled off her funniest, most shrewdly thoughtful and touching novel. If Kurt Vonnegut 
were still alive, he would be extremely jealous.” —Village Voice

A Pandora’s box 
of astringent 

and sentimental 
confections, each 

featuring that pairing 
our society seems  

to both love and 
loathe: celebrities  

and animals

Born in Boston in 1968, Lydia Millet is the author of six novels, including My 
Happy Life (which won the 2003 PEN-USA Award for Fiction), Oh Pure and Radiant 
Heart (a finalist for the Arthur C. Clarke Prize), and How the Dead Dream, a Los Angeles 
Times Best Book of 2008. She lives outside Tucson, Arizona.

Love in  
Infant Monkeys

Lions, Komodo dragons, dogs, monkeys, and pheasants—all 
have shared spotlights and tabloid headlines with celebrities 
such as Sharon Stone, Thomas Edison, and David Hasselhoff. 
Millet hilariously tweaks these unholy communions to run a 
stake through the heart of our fascination with famous people 
and pop culture. 
	 While in so much fiction animals exist as symbols of 
good and evil or as author stand-ins, they represent nothing 
but themselves in Millet’s ruthlessly lucid prose. Implacable in 
their actions, the animals in Millet’s spiraling fictional riffs and 
flounces show up their humans as bloated with foolishness, yet 
curiously vulnerable—as in a tour-de-force, Kabbalah-infused 
interior monologue by Madonna after she shoots a pheasant on 
her Scottish estate. Millet treads newly imaginative territory 
with these charismatic tales.

978-1-59376-252-0
Trade paper Original
5" x 8"
208 Pages

$13.95
Fiction
territory: USCO
August

Lydia Millet

Stories

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL

EVERYONE’S PRETTY
978-1-93236-077-6
TRADE PAPER
$13.95

OH PURE AND 
RADIANT HEART
978-1-93236-085-1
CLOTH 
$25.00 

MY HAPPY LIFE
978-1-93336-876-4
TRADE PAPER
$13.00

HOW THE  
DEAD DREAM
978-1-59376-184-4
CLOTH
$24.00

Also available

Advance praise

“These incredibly crafted stories, with their rare intelligence, 
humor, and empathy, describe the furious collision of nature 
and science, man and animal, everyday citizen and celebrity, 
fact and fiction. Lydia Millet’s writing sparkles with urgent 
brilliance.” —Joe Meno, author of Hairstyles of the Damned
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MARKETING

• Author tour: New Haven, Boston, Albany, 

New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore

• Features pitched to a wide range of 

lifestyle publications and websites

• Excerpts in Daily Beast (two have appeared 

there already)

• Promotion on author’s website:  

www.danielnester.com

Of Note

• Includes lots of Hodgman-style lists, 

barcharts, etc.

• Touches on numerous hot-button issues, 

including fertility, fetish, and Frey 

I Was Told There’d Be 
Cake for young men, 
or Rules of the Game 

for geeks—the tale 
of a young man’s 

effort to cut a swathe 
through a city inclined 

to completely ignore 
his existence

Praise for God Save My Queen

“Nester’s method considers a serious fan’s bliss impeccably . . . Nester’s best poems consider the 
homosexual allure of the band’s late singer, Freddie Mercury, describing Mercury’s gestures, 
phrasing and lifestyle with aplomb.” —New York Times Book Review

“This book is touching, highly literate, thought provoking and very funny, in every way as over-the-
top as Queen ever was.” —Maximum Rocknroll

Daniel Nester’s writing has appeared in Best Creative Nonfiction, Open City,  
Nerve, Daily Beast, Best American Poetry, Time Out New York, The Morning News, 
Bloomsbury Review, Poets & Writers, and Bookslut. He is the former sestinas editor for 
McSweeney’s and teaches at the College of Saint Rose in Albany, New York.

How to Be 
Inappropriate

Dry, offbeat, and mostly profane, this debut collection of 
humorous nonfiction glorifies all things inappropriate and TMI. 
Arguments, lists, barstool rants, queries, pedantic footnotes, play 
scripts, commonplace miscellany, profiles, and overly revealing 
memoirettes, How to Be Inappropriate adds up to the portrait of a  
twenty-something-become-thirty-something, bachelor-become-
husband, boy-man-about-town who bumbles through life 
obsessed with one thing: extreme impropriety.
	 In How to Be Inappropriate, Daniel Nester determines the 
boundary of acceptable behavior—mostly by disregarding it. As 
a here-to-cut-a-hipster-swathe-through-the-city man, he looks 
for love with a Williamsburg abstract painter who has had her 
feet licked for money. As a teacher, he tries out curse words 
with Chinese students in ESL classes. Along the way, Nester  
provides a short cultural history of mooning and attempts to cast 
a spell on a neighbor who fails to curb his dog. He befriends 
exiled video-game king Todd Rogers, and reimagines Terry 
Gross’s Fresh Air conversation with—and invents a robot version 
of—Kiss bassist Gene Simmons.
	N o matter which misadventure catches your eye, How to 
Be Inappropriate will make you appreciate that someone else has 
experienced these embarrassing sides of life so that you won’t 
have to.

978-1-59376-253-7
Trade paper Original
5.5" x 8.25"
256 Pages

$14.95
Humor
territory: W
September

Daniel Nester

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL
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MARKETING

• Extensive online marketing campaign 

targeting the underground art and graffiti 

scene

• Promotion through the hundreds of artists 

associated with the project

• Features targeting indie art publications 

and websites such as Peel, Redefine, and 

Juxtapoz

Of Note

• The project’s MySpace page has 13,000 

friends

Upon graduating from high school in 2002, camden noir  
joined the U.S. Army and served on two overseas tours, spending 
time in both Afghanistan and Iraq. After ending his service with 
the military in 2006, he moved to Wilmington, North Carolina, 
where he is now a full-time student and freelance interior designer.

Art is anywhere, anytime; it just depends on your viewpoint. 
Not every artist can afford a canvas to create on; some people’s 
imagination exceeds their financial or physical means. Sometimes 
the canvas is bigger than ourselves. Look at Banksy or 
Michelangelo. Subway cars in the 1970s and 1980s became mobile 
murals in New York City. Sometimes the canvas is really small. 
And free. And courtesy of the U.S. Postal Service. 
	 Label 228 is a gathering of street art executed on priority  
mail labels (label 228, in U.S.P.S. parlance) and displayed 
in public spaces. It’s a remarkably popular method of exposure 
featured by graffiti artists worldwide. These labels are free, 
portable, and quick and easy to exhibit, offering artists the 
chance to spend more time creating their work than if they were 
to paint and write directly on walls, vehicles, or public objects.
	 camden noir launched his Label 228 project by putting 
out a call to artists, asking them to send him their artwork or 
anything, for that matter, on priority mail labels. Within six 
months, he received more than 500 labels from artists all over 
the world. At this point, he has more than 1,500 labels from 
more than 600 artists. This is a collection of the best of those 
labels, in a beautiful, full-color book.

Label 228

camden noir

Guerrilla street art on government-issued  
mailing labels never looked so good

978-1-59376-249-0
Trade paper Original
10.25" x 8.125"
240 Pages

$24.95
Art
territory: W
September

Artists include

Mecro, Downtimer, Mat Curran, Daniel Flores, Zoso, Aaron Kraten, 
Lightsleepers “Lofa,” Sket one, Rupture, David Flores, Matt Linares, 
Kegr, Josh Taylor, Robots Will Kill!, Nano, Wreck One, Dolla, and 
many more.

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL

MARKETING

• National media campaign

Of Note

• A gut-busting parody of all memoirs ever 

written

Jeff Martin is a writer and editor. Jeff Martin edited The 
Customer Is Always Wrong. Jeff Martin lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Jeff Martin was born in 1980. Jeff Martin made millions in the 
stock market. Jeff Martin lost millions in the stock market. 
Jeff Martin stopped a Chinese tank at Tiananmen Square. Jeff 
Martin managed Michael Dukakis’s 1988 presidential campaign. 
Jeff Martin cowrote Aliens 2: More Aliens with James Cameron. 
Jeff Martin had a torrid and brief creative relationship with 
Disney’s animation department. Jeff Martin disguised himself 
as a midget, joined NASA, and became the first-ever child in 
space, all in tribute to the Challenger space shuttle tragedy.
	 Such is only a sample of the amazing life of Jeff Martin, a 
modern-day renaissance man/child, adept at everything and 
uniquely attuned to the goings-on of our evolving planet. He 
is equal parts Doogie Howser and Forrest Gump—as likely 
to break an age barrier as to coincidentally find himself in the 
trenches of history.
	 Get ready for a groundbreaking memoir overflowing with 
action, history, social commentary, and unchecked facts. Along 
the way, there will be love, loss, cool drawings from Truth Serum 
cartoonist Jon Adams, and some more unchecked facts. And as a 
free promotion, we’re offering a money-back guarantee that this 
book will not disgrace Oprah.

My Dog Ate My Nobel Prize

Jeff Martin

The Fabricated Memoirs of Jeff Martin

Believe it or not, Jeff Martin has lived the most 
interesting thirty years in human existence

978-1-59376-257-5
Trade paper Original
5" x 7.5"
160 Pages

$12.95
Humor
territory: W
september

ALSO AVAILABLE

The customer  
is always wrong
978-1-93336-890-0
trade paper
$12.95

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL

Praise for The Customer Is Always Wrong

“Elevates retail selling to a rite of passage.” —Publishers Weekly

“Uniformly sardonic, touching, hilarious, uplifting and bizarre; in 
short: terrific!” —John McFarland, Shelf Awareness

“[The] best stories supersede its jokey title and become true slices 
of life . . . it never trivializes the value of suffering a little for a 
paycheck.” —The Onion/A.V. Club
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MARKETING

• National radio campaign

• Promotion through the author’s extensive 

speaking engagements

The author or editor of nine previous books, Kevin Powell is 
an activist, writer, hip-hop aficionado, and public speaker. A product 
of extreme poverty, welfare, and a single mother–led household, he  
is a native of Jersey City and was educated at Rutgers University.  
He lives in Brooklyn, New York.

After eight years of George Bush’s America, we are at a critical 
juncture in our nation’s history, when we can, as in the 1960s, 
put forth a new and bolder kind of democracy. Just as the Civil 
Rights Movement opened the doors for blacks and other people 
of color, for women, and for the LGBT community, the rise of 
Barack Obama to the presidency—and the post-Bush society 
we now encounter—opens new possibilities for our democracy. 
It also prompts us to re-examine from a new perspective the 
old issues of poverty, class, gender, and race. In other words, 
can the progressive multicultural coalition Barack Obama put 
together to win the presidency be translated into a progressive 
multicultural movement?
	 Open Letters to America is writer Kevin Powell’s celebration 
of the sudden, mass political engagement of America’s youth, 
and Americans in general; his thoughts in the aftermath of 
Obama’s magical and historic presidential campaign; and his 
open acknowledgment that if twenty-first century America is 
going to be the great world democracy it promises to be, it  
will be Generations X and Y that make it so. While other books 
will focus on the significance of this period in American history, 
few will come from the perspective of someone so engaged in 
the political and community process and popular culture on so  
many levels. 

Open Letters to America

Kevin Powell

A trilogy of letters to Americans of all backgrounds, 
written in the spirit of James Baldwin’s The Fire  
Next Time

978-1-59376-214-8
Trade paper Original
5" x 8"
160 Pages

$13.95
Current Affairs
territory: w
September

“As a charismatic speaker, leader, and a very good writer, Kevin 
Powell has the courage . . . to be fully human, and this will bring  
the deepest revolution of all.” —Gloria Steinem

Praise for The Twilight of the Nation State

“Strikingly intelligent, lucid and troubled . . . essential reading for the 
first decade of the third millennium.”  —Eric Hobsbawm

ALSO AVAILABLE

no sleep till brooklyn
978-0-97966-369-7
trade paper
$15.95

SOMEDAY WE’LL ALL BE FREE
978-1-93336-857-3
TRADE PAPER
$13.95

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL
MARKETING

• National media campaign targeting 

economic and international relations 

publications and websites

• Media tie-in with the global economic crisis

• Promotion on author’s website:  

www.premshankarjha.com 

Prem Shankar Jha is a former information advisor to the prime minister of India, and former editor of and 
contributor to Hindu, Hindustan Times, Economic Times, and Financial Express. He has recently been a visiting fellow 
at the Fairbank Center at Harvard University and the visiting chair in India’s Political Economics at the University of 
Science Politique in Paris. 

The media is feeding on the boastful self-confidence of a newly 
invigorated entrepreneurial class in India, and on the growing 
irritation in the Chinese leadership with the Indian upstart. To 
say these two countries will dominate the global economy in 
fifty years if they stay on their present trajectories is undoubtedly 
true. But to take for granted that they will succeed in doing so 
is naive. 
	 Both countries are in the early stages of transformation from 
precapitalist to capitalist societies and this transition is, by its 
very nature, jarring. The transition closes old avenues of progress 
and opens new ones, creating new winners and new losers by the 
hundreds of thousands. The faster the rate of economic change, 
the less time given to existing social institutions to adapt, and 
the greater, therefore, the propensity for violent change.
	 This book looks at the interaction of economic with political 
and social change in China and India as they have progressed 
down the road to capitalism. It examines the social and political 
conflicts that the market has unleashed, and shows how the 
course of development in both countries has been determined by 
the conflict between competing strata of the newly empowered 
capitalist class. It concludes that neither country has created the 
institutions that are needed to reconcile these conflicts. Their 
future therefore remains uncertain.

Slouching Tiger, Riven Dragon

Prem Shankar Jha

Can China and India Dominate the 21st Century?

India and China are both fantasy and nightmare for 
the West—but this former advisor to India’s prime 
minister sees them as far more complicated, and 
potentially conflicted, than previously recognized

978-1-59376-248-3
Trade paper Original
5.5" x 8.25"
256 Pages

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL

$15.95
Current Affairs & Economics
territory: USCO
October
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MARKETING

• Natonal media campaign targeting art, 

literature, and poetry publications and 

websites

• Promotion targeting high-end shelter and 

design publications (the art and poem both 

connect to Ashbery’s iconic upstate New 

York house)

Of Note

• Includes full-color illustrations throughout

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Critics Circle 
Award, and the National Book Award, John Ashbery is 
the author of more than twenty books of poetry. 

Archie Rand is considered one of America’s foremost painters. 
A technical and iconographic innovator, he has been showing at 
major galleries since he was a teenager and has had over 100 solo 
exhibitions. His work is represented in museums and prestigious 

Heavenly Days Illuminated is a collaboration between premier 
poet John Ashbery and celebrated painter Archie Rand. 
Ashbery invited Rand to create art that would intensify his 
poem-in-progress, the sixty-nine-line, three-stanza “Heavenly 
Days.” Rand, in turn, was inspired to investigate that space in 
which the poet does most of his work—the Hudson house—in 
the belief that this would manifest a specific visual context for 
Ashbery’s writing.
	O ver time, Rand produced forty-seven acrylic-on-Masonite 
panels, each a portrait of some room, corner, or detail of the 
house’s interior. When the series of sixteen-by-twelve-inch 
paintings was complete, Ashbery lined them up and assigned 
them each a “title”—a line from “Heavenly Days”—which he 
himself inscribed at the base of each painting.
	 Heavenly Days Illuminated is not only a very beautiful object 
in itself; as a portrayal of the Hudson house, it is also a window 
into Ashbery’s creative world, the lovingly planned-out space 
that provides him comfort and safety and, above all, a sense  
of possibility. 

Heavenly Days Illuminated

John Ashbery and Archie Rand

A sumptuous production by contemporary American 
masters and consummate collaborators

978-1-59376-251-3
Cloth
7" x 10"
96 Pages

$25.00
Poetry
territory: W
October

Praise for John Ashbery and Archie Rand

“No poet since Whitman has tapped into so many distinctly 
American voices and, at the same time, so preserved his utterance 
against the jangle of influences.” —Susan M. Schultz, editor of  
The Tribe of John: Ashbery and Contemporary Poetry

“Archie Rand is one of the most ambitious and more importantly, the 
most accomplished, artists of his generation.” —John Yau, Artforum

MARKETING

• Media tie-in to coverage of the Middle East  

• Outreach to media studies programs

• Promotion through conferences and 

websites associated with diplomacy and 

media in the Arab world

Of Note

• Author is the recipient of numerous awards 

for his outstanding reporting

Joris Luyendijk was born in 1971. He studied Arabic and 
politics at the University of Amsterdam and the University of Cairo. 
In 2006, he was awarded the Journalist of the Year prize by De 
Journalist, selected from the top forty most influential international 
journalists by the NVJ (the Dutch Association of Journalists).

In People Like Us, which became a bestseller in Holland, Joris 
Luyendijk tells the story of his five years as a correspondent 
in the Middle East. Extremely young for a correspondent but 
fluent in Arabic, he spoke with stone throwers and terrorists, taxi 
drivers and professors, victims and aggressors, and community 
leaders and families. He chronicles first-hand experiences of 
dictatorship, occupation, terror, and war. His stories cast light 
on a number of major crises, from the Iraq War to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, along with less-reported issues such as 
underage orphan trash collectors in Cairo.
	 The more he witnesses, the less he understands, and he 
becomes increasingly aware of the yawning gap between what 
he sees on the ground and what is later reported in the media. 
As a correspondent, he is privy to a multitude of narratives 
with conflicting implications, and he sees over and over again 
that the media favors the stories that will be sure to confirm 
the popularly held, oversimplified beliefs of westerners. In 
People Like Us, Luyendijk deploys powerful examples, leavened 
with humor, to demonstrate the ways in which the media gives 
us a filtered, altered, and manipulated image of reality in the  
Middle East.

People Like Us

Joris Luyendijk

Misrepresenting the Middle East

A young journalist’s foray down the rabbit hole  
of media-led reporting, a tale of disillusionment  

and self-examination set in the world’s most 
headline-grabbing regions

978-1-59376-256-8
Trade paper Original
5.5" x 8.25"
240 Pages

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL

collections worldwide.

$14.95
Current Affairs & Politics
territory: usco
October

“Written with great knowledge and humour. One hopes this will be 
read by everyone who has a fixed opinion or solution of the conflict in 
the Middle East. Rises high above the average correspondent book.” 
—Trouw (Netherlands)
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MARKETING

• National media campaign targeting fashion 

and graphic arts publications  

and websites

• Promotion on author’s website:  

www.isobelladreams.com

Of Note

• Author is a remarkable self-promoter with 

two blogs, a podcast, a column, and  

a satellite radio show all her own 

• Two-color art throughout

Isobella Jade is a model and writer based in New York City. 
She is the host of Model Talk Radio and has been featured in many 
publications and forums worldwide.

Kim Herbst is an illustrator based in Brooklyn.

Our heroine fantasizes about being a model—despite her 
nontraditional height of 5'4". A Google search leads her to 
lingerie model ads posted on Craigslist, and soon she finds 
herself turning up at private apartments for model shoots that 
more often than not turn out to be seedy, disappointing, and 
sometimes downright dangerous.
	 After she is sliced across the eyebrow in a fight with a 
sleazy so-called fashion photographer who will not respect her 
boundaries, she decides that she’s finished with answering ads 
on Craigslist. She’s going to get professional, get an agent, and 
become a real model.
	 Model Life reveals her glamorous and not-so-glamorous 
on-the-job experiences in New York City. From her first photo 
shoot and her close brushes with soft porn to her appearances 
in ad campaigns for national retailers and magazines, this 
height-challenged model shares her past in an edgy, illustrated 
exposé. The original story of the ultimate underdog, Model Life  
is a celebration of the self-discovery that comes with being self-
made and the triumph of beating the odds.

Model Life

Isobella Jade  |  illustrated by Kim Herbst

A graphic novel based on the modeling adventures  
of the pint-sized underdog, Isobella Jade

978-1-59376-255-1
Paper-Over-Board
8" x 6"
112 Pages

$16.95
Graphic Novel
territory: W
october

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL

MARKETING

• Author tour: Boston, New York, 

Washington, Philadelphia, Miami,  

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle

• Media campaign focused on gentrification 

and urban culture

Erick Lyle is a writer, musician, activist, and ’zine editor. He 
was born in Orlando and grew up in south Florida. He spent much 
of the ’90s hopping freight trains around the country and living 
without electricity in abandoned buildings. For the past fifteen 
years, though, he has resided mostly in San Francisco.

When presented with a patch of wet cement and a chance at 
immortality in the built environment of the city, what do you write? 
Love notes, political slogans, band names, and simple declarations 
of existence on a certain date; just about every kind of message is 
etched in the cement of the sidewalks of San Francisco.
	 In Cement Etchings, Lyle reveals the city as something other 
than a collection of streets and buildings: It is the convergence 
of all the ideas and aspirations of everyone who has ever lived 
there. The cement etchings, presented in an extensive collection 
of photographs, create a narrative that accompanies a walk down 
any street. The wet cement functions as a time-lapse photo, 
encapsulating the voices of decades of city dwellers.
	 In the spirit of both Walter Benjamin and Jane Jacobs, the 
photographs of cement etchings are for Lyle a jumping-off point, 
triggering tales of lost legends, lost utopias, and lost love in a 
city that is constantly decaying, regenerating, and accumulating 
new layers of history—a fascinating meditation on the art of 
walking, reading, and remembering in an urban environment.

Cement Etchings

Erick Lyle

The Sidewalks of San Francisco

An urban explorer shares the secrets of the 
humblest threads of the city fabric: the sidewalks

978-1-59376-250-6
Trade paper Original
9" x 7"
160 Pages

$19.95
Art 
territory: W
October

Praise for Erick Lyle 

“Erick Lyle’s Scam: my all time favorite ’zine.” —Pete Jordan, author 
of Dishwasher

“Everyone talks about ‘guerrilla art,’ but Lyle and his crew are the real 
deal, Viet Cong in the interstices of gentrification.” —Mike Davis

ALSO AVAILABLE

on the lower 
frequencies
978-1-93336-898-6
trade paper
$14.95

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL
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MARKETING

• National review attention

Of Note

• An excerpt won the U.K. Decibel Penguin 

Prize for nonfiction writing in 2007

• A BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week in the 

U.K.

• Offers the melancholic humor of 

contemporary Balkan émigré writers like 

Aleksandar Hemon

Vesna Maric was born in Mostar in 1976. At sixteen, she 
left Bosnia-Herzegovina on a convoy of Bosnian refugees heading to 
England, where she studied Czech literature at University College 
London. She went on to work for the BBC World Service and now 
writes Lonely Planet travel guides and a variety of journalism. She 
lives in London.

For Vesna Maric, the war begins when the machine-gun fire in 
the distance sounds like a sewing machine. As it comes closer, 
her family’s anxiety grows, prompting them to send her and her 
sister to Britain via bus. The Bosnian women who board the bus 
for the four-day trip are in turmoil: Gordana, a fifty-two-year-
old who looks like Xena the Warrior Princess, reveals through 
tears that she is pregnant and must leave her husband in Bosnia; 
their only English-language interpreter descends into a nervous 
breakdown; and the weak English coffee only compounds 
Maric’s confusion and exhaustion.
	 They arrive in the vivid green of England’s Lake District, 
greeted by volunteers who carry naive ideas about refugee behavior 
and appearance. Unbeknownst to the altruistic welcoming party, 
Maric and her fellow travelers are accustomed to a comfortable, 
middle-class life, and their new “refugee” status comes as a shock.
	M aric’s humor and tenderness carry the reader through 
her love affair with a local boy and her eventual moves to larger 
towns. Interwoven are stories of other refugees—stories of love, 
escape, and burdens of the “refugee” label. Eventually, Maric 
returns to Bosnia, visits the ruined streets of her town, and finds 
that her old slippers, still by her bed, no longer fit.

Bluebird

VesNa Maric

A Memoir

The refreshing coming-of-age of a smart, witty teenager 
who just so happens to be a Bosnian refugee

978-1-59376-258-2
Trade paper Original
5.5" x 8.25"
224 Pages

$14.95
Memoir
territory: US
November

Praise for the U.K. edition

“Sharply observed and crisply written.” —Guardian

“Maric’s account of her evacuation to Penrith is almost Pythonesque.” 
—New Statesman

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL

MARKETING

• National media campaign targeting music 

and alternative culture publications and 

websites

• National radio campaign

Of Note

• Conveys the excitement and passion of 

music lovers and record collectors, gig 

goers and list makers

Angus Cargill works in publishing, but music has always 
been his true love. As a teenager, he learned to play guitar so that he 
could join his friends in Sticky Weed, a band so inept they struggled 
with even the most rudimentary Beastie Boys and AC/DC covers. 
He lives in South East London and has continued to play the guitar, 
badly, for the past fifteen years.

At the heart of all music fetishes, there are lists: ten essential 
female murder ballads, ten unsettling songs for a midwestern 
white guy to wake to from a coma, ten smutty Bob Dylan 
moments, and of course the ever-popular staple of all music lists 
(and listeners)—ten best breakup songs.
	 Hang the DJ compiles what contributors might once have 
scribbled in the back of their textbooks or school folders, when 
they—like all of us at one point—were absolutely sure that they 
alone were the sole guardians of Musical Truth; that Sparks’ 
number two hit, “This Town Ain’t Big Enough for the Both of 
Us,” really should have made it to the number one spot, that 
Gary Numan was merely a misshapen progeny of Bowie’s Thin 
White Duke persona, that female singer-songwriters are better 
than their male equivalents.
	M ixing anecdote, humor, reference, and sheer dorkiness—
but with the bizarre insight of an anthropological study in 
pop-culture protocol—Hang the DJ is a collection of lists 
about musical loves, hates, dreams, and nightmares. Including 
contributions from Rick Moody, Jonathan Lethem, Simon 
Reynolds, Ali Smith, Amanda Petrusich, and many other 
bloggers, journalists, novelists, poets, and musicians, it is the 
literary equivalent of a great dive bar jukebox—inspiring, 
provocative, irresistible, and the perfect gift for all music lovers.

Hang the DJ

Edited by Angus Cargill

An Alternative Book of Music Lists

Lists that celebrate popular music in all its eclectic, 
and sometimes guilty, glory

978-1-59376-259-9
Trade paper
6" x 9"
336 Pages

$16.95
Music & Performing Arts
territory: us
november
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MARKETING

• Author tour: Boston, New York, Chicago, 

Los Angeles

• National radio campaign

• Print and online interviews

• Outreach targeting media coverage and 

academic studies on religion and Near and 

Middle East politics 

Michael Muhammad Knight ’s work has been cen-
sored, boycotted, confiscated, and threatened with legal action. 
He is the author of The Taqwacores, Impossible Man, Blue-Eyed 
Devil, Osama Van Halen, The Five Percenters: Islam, Hip-Hop, 
and The Gods of New York, and is a frequent speaker at colleges and  
academic conferences.

In Journey to the End of Islam, Michael Muhammad Knight—
whose work has led to him being hailed as both the Jack Kerouac 
and Hunter S. Thompson of American Islam—visits holy sites 
in Pakistan, Syria, Egypt, and Ethiopia, engaging both the 
puritanical Islam promoted by Saudi globalization and the 
heretical strands of popular folk Islam: shrines, magic, music, 
and drugs. 
	 The conflict of “global” and “local” Islam speaks to Knight’s 
own experience approaching the Islamic world as a uniquely 
American Muslim with his own sources: the modern mytholo-
gies of the Nation of Islam and Five Percenters, as well as the 
arguments of Progressive Muslim thinkers for feminism and 
reform. Knight’s travels culminate at Islam’s spiritual center, 
the holy city of Mecca, where he performs the hajj required of 
every Muslim. During the rites of pilgrimage, he watches as all 
variations of Islam converge in one place, under the supervision 
of Saudi Arabia’s religious police.

Journey to the End of Islam

Michael Muhammad Knight

Fear and loathing in Mecca

978-1-59376-246-9
Trade paper Original
5.5" x 8.25"
360 Pages

Praise for The Taqwacores

“The Catcher in the Rye for young Muslims.” —New York Times

“The Hunter S. Thompson of Islamic literature.” —Guardian (U.K.)

“A manifesto for the Muslim punk movement.” —Newsweek

“Groundbreaking.” —Maclean’s (Canada)

“An absolutely fascinating book . . . an essential text.” —Beat Motel

TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL

$16.95
Current Affairs & Politics
territory: W
December

The Taqwacores

A Muslim punk house in Buffalo, New York, inhabited by burqa-wearing riot 
girls, mohawked Sufis, straightedge Sunnis, Shi’a skinheads, Indonesian skaters, 
gay Muslims, drunk Muslims, and feminists. Their life furiously mixes sex, dope, 
and religion, expressed in devotion to an Islamo-punk subculture, “taqwacore,” 
named for taqwa, an Arabic term for consciousness of the divine. A manifesto for 
Muslim punk rockers. 

978-1-59376-229-2  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $12.95

Osama Van Halen

Ayyub, an Iranian Shi’ite skinhead, and Rabeya, a burqa-wearing punk, have 
kidnapped Matt Damon and are holding him hostage. They demand that 
Hollywood depict Muslims positively—“just one movie where we’re not these 
two-dimensional al Qaeda stereotypes.” This riotous journey of enlightenment 
includes punk-eating zombies in a mosque, psychobilly jinns, and the author 
himself being written into his own novel.

978-1-59376-242-1  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $14.95

Impossible Man

The godfather of American Muslim punk, Michael Muhammad Knight is a 
voice for the growing number of teenagers who choose neither side of the “Clash 
of Civilizations.” Knight’s personal story chronicles his bizarre and traumatic 
boyhood—in which his father, a paranoid schizophrenic and white supremacist, 
plays a prominent role—and his ensuing conversion to Islam.

978-1-59376-226-1  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $15.95

Other Books 
from Michael Muhammad Knight

Blue-Eyed Devil
A Road Odyssey Through Islamic America

Michael Muhammad Knight embarks on a quest for an indigenous American 
Islam—traveling 20,000 miles by Greyhound in sixty days, he squats in run-
down mosques, pursues Muslim romance, stink palms Cat Stevens, and meets 
an extensive cast of characters. Knight journeys from punk provocateur to a 
recognized voice in the community and watches firsthand the collapse of a liberal 
Islamic dream. 

978-1-59376-240-7  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $14.95

© Michael Muhammad Knight
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Deeply Rooted
Unconventional Farmers in the Age of Agribusiness

LISA M. HAMILTON
Lisa M. Hamilton conducts an inquiry into three unconventional farmers in America 
whose experiences make the case that, to save our food system, we must bring farmers 
back to the table.

“The extraordinary farmers . . . in Deeply Rooted embody the future of American 
agriculture.” —Alice Waters

MAY  |  978-1-59376-180-6  |  CLOTH  |  $25.00

Not Now, Voyager
A Memoir

LYNNE SHARON SCHWARTZ
Not Now, Voyager takes us on a journey of self-discovery as Schwartz traces how travel 
has shaped her sensibilities from childhood through adulthood. This beautifully 
crafted memoir exemplifies the mind on a voyage or quest, and explores the meaning 
of travel—what we seek, what we find, and how we learn about who we really are. 

MAY  |  978-1-58243-428-5  |  CLOTH  |  $23.00

Unsuspecting Souls
The Disappearance of the Human Being

BARRY SANDERS
From the Industrial Revolution onward, society has become increasingly indifferent to  
the individual. Today, the bombardment of information and its continuous demand for 
our attention bring us into a sterile world of inhumanity and abstraction that is divorced 
from physical reality. Impeccably researched and compellingly written, Unsuspecting 
Souls is a scathing political indictment of our collective loss of humanity.

JUNE  |  978-1-58243-472-8  |  CLOTH  |  $26.00

Floodmarkers
NIC BROWN

Lystra, North Carolina. A fictional town full of very real people who survive the attack 
of Hurricane Hugo and then find their bearings in the aftermath—often in wild and 
hilarious ways. 

“Nic Brown is the most talented new writer I’ve come across . . . Brown’s prose is 
beautiful and his empathy and insight into the human condition is breathtaking.” 
—Jonathan Ames 

JULY  |  978-1-58243-506-0  |  TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL  |  $14.95 

Nowhere Land
A Stephan Raszer Investigation

A.W. HILL
After a young Jehovah’s Witness is abducted following a ritualistic triple-homicide, the 
church puts cult specialist Stephan Raszer on her trail. Raszer soon unveils an inside-
out reality that begins on the Internet and ends in a fabled Middle Eastern fortress, 
where a powerful figure known only as the Old Man is said to hold the strings. 

JUNE  |  978-1-58243-498-8  |  CLOTH  |  $25.00

Towards Another Summer
JANET FRAME
Never published during her lifetime, Janet Frame’s novel asks the universal question: 
How do we make ourselves at home in the world?

“In this deeply personal novel of exile and loneliness, Janet Frame proves the master of 
nostalgia, beauty, and loss. Frame is, and will remain, divine.” —Alice Sebold

APRIL  |  978-1-58243-476-6  |  CLOTH  |  $24.00

Corvus
A Life with Birds

ESTHER WOOLFSON
Woolfson describes in loving detail the intelligence, evolution, and capacity for 
affection of her pet corvids (a group that includes crows, ravens, and magpies), inviting 
us to reconsider the type of creature capable of being man’s best friend.

“A tender and nuanced book . . . richly observed and finely written.” 
—Guardian (London) 

APRIL  |  978-1-58243-477-3  |  CLOTH  |  $25.00

Dead Silence
Fear and Terror on the Anthrax Trail

BOB COEN and ERIC NADLER
An in-depth look into the new biological arms race, Dead Silence conveys the inside 
story of the U.S. anthrax attacks and their connection to the existence of a frightening 
global germ warfare underworld. Coen and Nadler’s investigations take them across 
four continents and inside classified labs in the U.S., revealing a web of secrecy, 
corporate greed, and global manipulation.

APRIL  |  978-1-58243-509-1  |  CLOTH  |  $25.00

Watching the Door
Drinking Up, Getting Down, and Cheating Death in 1970s Belfast

KEVIN MYERS
Displaying wit and irony in the face of horrific circumstances, Kevin Myers chronicles 
his journalistic baptism by fire in the religious violence of 1970s Belfast.

“Kevin Myers recreates the moral and political slum that was Belfast, and dispels 
political illusions with irony and caustic wit. What a way to lose your youth.” 
—Christopher Hitchens

APRIL  |  978-1-59376-235-3  |  TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL  |  $15.95

The Withdrawal Method
Pasha Malla
From young couples fighting through the emotional trauma of the modern world 
to children navigating wayward, forbidden paths of a fantasized adulthood, Malla 
presents a collection of stories reminiscent of Haruki Murakami and Lorrie Moore 
that glows with humor, eerie beauty, and fantastic peculiarity.

APRIL  |  978-1-59376-238-4  |  TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL  |  $14.95
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Swallow the Ocean 
A Memoir

LAURA M. FLYNN
Set in 1970s San Francisco, Swallow the Ocean is the heartbreaking true story of three  
young girls who find the strength to survive their mother’s slow spiral into schizophrenia.
“[A] heartbreaking page-turner.” —San Francisco Chronicle
“Beautifully written . . . Poetic and masterful, this is a memoir you won’t soon forget.” 
—Edwidge Danticat, author of Brother, I’m Dying

978-1-58243-461-2  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $15.95

The Customer Is Always Wrong
The Retail Chronicles

Edited by JEFF MARTIN
A tragicomic and all-too-revealing collection of essays by writers who have done their 
time behind the counter and lived to tell about it.

“[U]niformly sardonic, touching, hilarious, uplifting and bizarre; in short: terrific!” 
—John McFarland, Shelf Awareness

978-1-93336-890-0  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $12.95

Milk, Sulphate, and Alby Starvation 
MARTIN MILLAR

When Alby Starvation discovers that his ongoing ailments are directly linked to his 
milk allergy, he gives up milk and is cured. But when he suggests this remedy to others 
and the Milk Marketing Board sees its sales slump, it puts a contract out on his life. 
Now Alby must save both his life and his precious comics collection. 

978-1-59376-227-8  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $13.95

I Wouldn’t Start from Here
The 21st Century and Where It All Went Wrong

ANDREW MUELLER
Sarajevo. Kabul. Belfast. Gaza. Basra. New York City. Where recent history advertises 
intolerance and bloodlust, there the intrepid Andrew Mueller goes. In this gonzo 
account of modern world disasters, Mueller skids around the globe from ravaged war 
zone to desolate no-man’s-land to try to determine why we humans seem so prone to 
plucking war from the jaws of peace.

978-1-59376-218-6  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $16.95

China Underground
ZACHARY MEXICO

An engaging firsthand account of a young American writer’s encounter with the new 
China and the young people who are pursuing their future there. From a wannabe 
rock star and a disillusioned journalist to a vagabond ladies’ man and a Chinese mafia 
kingpin, China Underground tells their stories, and some of Mexico’s as well. 

978-1-59376-223-0  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $16.95

Whitefoot 
A Story from the Center of the World

WENDELL BERRY  |  ILLUSTRATED BY DAVIS TE SELLE
Wendell Berry offers the fable of Whitefoot, a mouse who lives at the edge of the 
woods, at what she believes to be the center of the world. Whitefoot’s great discovery 
of the universe around her, and her own ability to survive within it, is a lesson that’s 
sure to resonate with children and adults alike. 

978-1-58243-432-2  |  CLOTH  |  $22.00

The Existential Jesus
JOHN CARROLL
Upending Christianity’s popular notion of Jesus as the comforter and the Lord and 
savior, John Carroll introduces us to a surprising and enlightening portrait of the 
West’s most influential figure through a radical reexamination of the Gospel of Mark, 
and identifies the philosophical and cultural significance of Jesus in the modern world 
based on his life, actions, and reflections. 

978-1-58243-465-0  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $15.95

Long Time Leaving
Dispatches from Up South

ROY BLOUNT JR.
Long Time Leaving is a dry, hilarious collection of essays about charming, funny, and 
infuriating facets of southern tradition and their equally odd northern counterparts. 
From chicken fingers to yellow dog Democrats, Blount’s irreverent musings are a droll 
assault on both northern and southern complacency from one of the most esteemed 
humorists of our time. 

978-1-58243-458-2  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $15.95

The Delivery Room
A Novel

SYLVIA BROWNRIGG
A rich, multilayered novel about the incomplete understandings that course between 
therapist and patient, the many conflicts that attend motherhood, and the meanings of 
wars fought from a distance.

“A beautiful novel, rich and dense and satisfying.” —Michael Chabon

978-1-58243-424-7  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $14.95

Darwin’s Garden
Down House and The Origin of Species
MICHAEL BOULTER
Five years after returning from his voyage on the HMS Beagle, Darwin moved into 
Down House in Kent, England, where he began work on his masterpiece on evolution. 
Boulter brings to life the Down House garden, which served as Darwin’s laboratory 
for twenty years, painting a luminous portrait of one of England’s greatest thinkers  
and his relationship with the place he loved. 

978-1-58243-471-1  |  CLOTH  |  $26.00
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Entertaining Disasters
A Novel (with Recipes)

NANCY SPILLER
FW is a trendy food writer who hasn’t entertained in years. But when an editor of a hip 
food magazine insists on attending one of the fabulous dinner parties she invents on 
paper, she has on her hands a sure recipe for entertaining disasters.

“This zany novel (with recipes) will make you appreciate your fallen soufflés all that 
much more.” —Redbook 

978-1-58243-451-3  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $14.95

A Pocket History of Sex in the Twentieth Century
A Memoir

JANE VANDENBURGH
In the midst of private trauma and loss, Vandenburgh delights in revealing large truths 
about American culture and her life within it. Quirky, witty, and uncannily wise, A 
Pocket History of Sex in the Twentieth Century is a brilliant blend of memoir and cultural 
revelation.

“A writer of great daring and skill to match.” —Newsweek 

978-1-58243-459-9  |  CLOTH  |  $25.00

The Last Goodnights
Assisting My Parents with Their Suicides

JOHN WEST
John West’s memoir provides a unique, powerful, and unflinching look inside the reality 
of one of the most galvanizing issues of our time: assisted suicide. Told with intensity 
and bare honesty, his account of the deaths of his parents is both gritty and loving, 
frightening and illuminating, nerve-wracking and even, at times, darkly humorous. 

978-1-58243-448-3  |  CLOTH  |  $25.00

The Uncrowned King 
The Sensational Rise of William Randolph Hearst

KENNETH WHYTE
A riveting profile of William Randolph Hearst’s astonishing rise in the golden age of 
newspaper journalism. 

“Exhaustively researched and elegantly written . . . brims with charming characters and 
stories. It deftly captures the bygone era of Gilded Age newspapering . . . [a] valuable 
contribution to the literature of Hearst and the history of journalism.” —Washington Post

978-1-58243-467-4  |  CLOTH  |  $30.00

Sex, Death & Oysters 
A Half-Shell Lover’s World Tour

ROBB WALSH
Robb Walsh embarks upon a gastronomic adventure and offers a fascinating collection 
of the most exciting, instructive, poignant, and just plain weird experiences from his 
journey into the world of the most beloved and most feared of all seafood.

978-1-58243-457-5  |  CLOTH  |  $25.00

Bone Rattler
A Mystery of Colonial America

ELIOT PATTISON
Aboard a British convict ship bound for the New World, Duncan McCallum witnesses 
a series of murders and suicides among his fellow prisoners. The clues lead Duncan into 
the New World and thrust him into the bloody maw of the French and Indian war.

“[M]oving characters, intricate plot and masterful evocation of the time.” 
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

978-1-58243-464-3  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $14.95

The Baptism of Billy Bean
A Novel

ROGER ALAN SKIPPER
Lane Hollar’s seen little of the world beyond West Virginia—Parris Island and 
Vietnam—but that was enough. Now, thirty years later, he witnesses a drug-related 
murder. Caught between inept—or corrupt—lawmen and a stone-cold killer, Lane 
must fight not only for his life, but also for all the things that it has lacked: love, family, 
and peace.

978-1-58243-460-5  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $15.95

Noir
A Novel

OLIVIER PAUVERT
France, 2019. A man finds himself wandering the streets of Paris, haunted by a vision 
of a young woman’s bloody corpse. The story that follows makes Noir a chillingly 
timely novel that is both dark and visionary in its literary observation of contemporary 
political responsibility and moral choice.

“[A] well-paced, mind-bending and thoughtful thriller.” —Daily Telegraph

978-1-58243-447-6  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $14.95

Urban Soul Warrior
Self-Mastery in the Midst of the Metropolis

LALANIA SIMONE
A manual for the soulful city dweller traversing the wonders and dangers of the concrete 
jungle, Urban Soul Warrior is about becoming aware of our urban surroundings, and 
using that awareness to live fully, completely, and magnificently. Simone provides 
simple and effective insights, advice, and creative exercises that are designed to infuse 
readers’ lives with rich meaning and beauty.

978-1-59376-212-4  |  TRADE PAPER  |  $15.95

One D.O.A., One on the Way
A Novel

MARY ROBISON
From the award-winning author of Why Did I Ever comes an effortlessly smart, 
deliriously off-kilter story of an extended New Orleans family trying to reclaim 
a shadow of their former selves. With her trademark biting humor and minimalist 
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